
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
   January 2019- how did that happen? This 

school year is speeding past and this month has 

lots in store. Our wonderful PTA is sponsoring a 

Ledo’s Pizza Restaurant day January 9th all day 

long. Additionally, our PTA will be sponsoring a 

Movie Night on Friday, January 11th. Doors will 

open at 6 and the movie starts at 6:30. Just in 

case you haven’t had the opportunity to join the 

PTA, there next meeting will be in the school 

cafeteria on January 14th at 6:30 p.m. All are 

welcome! 

Schools and AACPS offices will be closed on 
Monday, January 21st in observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day and there will be two 2 hour 
early dismissals on January 29th and 30th for 
report card preparations. 
The weather so far this winter has been rainy 
but we all know January can certainly bring in 
the cold and possibly snow. We are asking that 
parents driving their children to school help us 
make the exit from the car into the school 
happy and quick. If there is a need for you to 
help a student with something before they 
leave your car- please wait and pull all the way 
up to the end of the line towards the back 
parking area. Also, please have the students exit  
 
 

 
 
the cars on the sidewalk next to the building in 
case any cars are coming through the parking 
area. Additionally, we are still experiencing folks 
exiting cars in front of the main entrance during 
arrivals and walking through the bus lanes. 
Sadly, when we have tried to explain the 
dangers in this, people haven’t always been 
kind to the folks on bus duty. Please know that 
it is only in the interest of safety that we make 
these requests.  
We hope that the winter break was restful and 
fun for your family, but we are really glad to 
have your children back with us!  

Dr. Prater, Principal 

Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With cold weather quickly approaching, we 
ask that you remind students to bring/ wear 

their coats, hats, and gloves. While the 
morning may start off reasonably warm, 

changes may occur during the day. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 
 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 
Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

 
 

                                 
Event Parking at Ridgeway 

 
We would like to remind all parents and visitors to 
Ridgeway Elementary to please respect the 
property of our neighbors and do not park in any 
driveway, in front of any driveway or mailbox. 
Our neighbors have been instructed by the Anne 
Arundel County Policy Department to contact them 
and they will ticket and/or tow vehicles who are in 
violation. 
ALL VEHICLES THAT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 
MUST MOVE THEIR VEHICLE  BEFORE 2:30 PM 

 

 
 

STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would 
like to ask that you please be mindful of the time 
that you drop your students off at school; particularly 
during the cold winter months. Thank You! 
 

 
Background Checks 

  

 
 

 

 
 Dear Parents,  
We are asking the whole school to participate in 
activities to go along with the book (poem), Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost for the 
month of January. Teachers have been given activities to 
support the students with understanding the poem. The 
challenge will be for the students to memorize this poem 
by the end of January.  
The students who memorize the poem by the end of 
January will receive an award from Mrs. Stifler and Mrs. 
Stencil, the Reading Teachers. The class that does the 
most creative work with the poem will receive a pizza 
party. One class from Intermediate and one from 
Primary will be chosen!!  
Dr. Prater and Mrs. Elliott will also host a poetry slam for 
the students to recite their poems at the end of January.  
Why is memorizing poetry helpful for building 
vocabulary? “The student who memorizes poetry will 
internalize the rhythmic, beautiful patterns of the 
English language.” It is also stores the vocabulary into 
long term memory!  
Sincerely,  
The Reading Teachers  

Pearl Stifler and Jen Stencil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before you volunteer, you must watch the Anne Arundel 
County Sexual Harassment and Child Abuse PowerPoint 
and complete the form for us to keep on file.  
*Background checks can now be done online and are 
 required for all school field trips but are not required to 
 volunteer at the school. To begin the background check  
process, please go to the following link: 
 http://www.aacps.org/chaperone/. 
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What’s happening at RidgeWay? 
ACCI:  Welcome back and Happy New Year! ACC-1 will be learning about the importance of the 5 

senses through reading and science.  We will then use our 5 senses to describe many things such as 
the yummy food that we will be making for our Food Fun Fridays. ACC-1 will turn into a laboratory 
when we conduct a science experiment involving heating and cooling chocolate. Our little scientists 
will collaborate and determine the changes that occur during the experiment. The team work that this 
will involve will bring our students together and promote social learning through turn taking 
opportunities. Stay tuned for more fun activities! 

ACCII:  For January, ACC 2 will be learning about how cultures have changed over time with a 

focus on the people who helped bring about that change. Timelines are introduced as a way to view 
events that have changed over time. In reading our 2 stories that focus on this theme include: “We 
Need Change” and “The Story of Ruby Bridges”. Our non-fiction articles include: “Timelines” and 
“Parts of Our Culture”. In math we will continue to focus on our daily skills of adding, subtracting, 
telling time, counting coins, identifying fractions, graphing, and measuring. Our sound focus includes: 
long a, m, t, p, n, c, and sh. We will explore these sounds by sorting objects, pictures, and words. We 
will also independently map sounds with mats and identify beginning and ending sounds in words. 
Science and social skills lessons will be focusing on different cultures, problem solving, and 
health/hygiene.  
  

Kindergarten - Happy New Year!  As we return from the winter break, we will be taking 

some time to review rules and routines in our Kindergarten classes. We will continue to review sight 
words, blending and work on reading strategies in groups. In math, we will explore non-standard 
measurement and teen numbers.  Please dress your child appropriately for we will continue to go 
outside if the weather permits.  Please update your child’s extra set of clothes kept at school to reflect 
the change in temperature.  Have fun reading with or to your child every day! 
 

First - Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed spending time with friends and family over winter 

break. Now is a great time to replenish your child’s school supplies, such as crayons, glue sticks, and 
pencils.   In Math, we will continue to work on strategies for adding and subtracting to 20. Please 
spend some time practicing math facts with your child.  We look forward to an upcoming Social 
Studies project called Journeys. The students will gather facts about a chosen country and prepare 
to share new information they’ve learned about it with their classmates. Parents will also be invited in 
for the presentations.  Information about this project will be sent home on January 7th.  Since the 
weather is not always very predictable you may want to consider sending a light sweatshirt/sweater 
for your child to keep in his/her locker. Some days, especially after weekends or days off, the rooms 
can be a little cool. Thanks as always for your support! 
 

Second- Please remind your child to bring a coat.  We will try to go out as much as possible.  

Since the weather can be unpredictable, a winter coat will come in handy on those unexpected chilly 
days.  In Language Arts we will work on the overall structure of a story, including describing how the 
beginning introduces the story.  We will be writing stories of our own.  In the upcoming month, we will 
begin F and P assessments to determine your child's reading level and comprehension.  In math, we 
will continue to work on place value, standard and expanded form, and skip-counting. Check in with 
your child regarding supplies.  This is a great time to replenish glue sticks and pencils.  With cold 
season upon us, tissues and hand sanitizer are greatly appreciated.   
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Third - In Language Arts, students will be practicing comprehension skills such as author’s 

purpose, point of view, main idea and details and making inferences.  As part of our schoolwide 
Poetry Challenge, students will be reading and analyzing the poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening” and given the option to memorize the poem. Math will cover addition and subtraction 
problems involving measurement, multiplication and Hands on Equations. Please keep practicing 
multiplication facts with your child each day to help them become fluent in their basic facts.  In 
Science, students will learn about the life cycle of living things. 
 

Fourth –Happy New Year! Now is the time for a fresh beginning. Please make sure your child has 

all their needed supplies, including pencils, dry erase markers, notebooks, and folders. In Language 
Arts, we are continuing to focus on non-fiction text and practicing skills such as main idea and details, 
text structure, and text features.  In Math, we are working on area and perimeter and multiplicative 
comparison. Please continue to practice multiplication facts nightly with your child.  In Science class, 
we will be learning about weathering and erosion and how our actions can impact the Chesapeake 
Bay. In Social Studies, the students are continuing their exploration of Maryland history with a focus 
on colonial Maryland and the American Revolution. Now that the weather is getting colder, all 
students need to dress warmly for outdoor recess. Thank you to all the parents who chaperoned our 
trip to see Charlotte’s Web at Toby’s Dinner Theatre last month. Our trip to Arlington Echo is coming 
up in February and we need many parent volunteers. Be on the lookout for information coming home 
this month! 
 

Fifth – Our current unit in Language Arts is Collaboration. In this unit, students will discover how 

collaboration can help them find solutions.  We will focus on responding to nonfiction items and 
analyze and compose poetry.  We will continue to cover multiplying and dividing fractions in Math.  
We will also review multiplying 2 and 3-digit numbers and volume of rectangular prisms.  Earth, 
moon, and sun are the topics for this unit of Science.   We are getting ready to hit ‘The Road to The 
Revolution’ in Social Studies. We hope everyone had a wonderful break. Please replenish supplies 
for your child if they are running out.  We will be using colored pencils frequently.   We could really 
use donations of boxes of tissues for the 5th grade classrooms.  As always, thank you for your 
continued support. 

Art - Fifth grade artists and fourth grade artists will be starting their own fantasy story that they will 

write and illustrate by repurposing an old children’s book.   
Fifth grade will also draw a mythological creature of their choice. They will color it using their choice of 
medium.  
Fourth grade artists will collaborate and make a 2D paper kindness “quilt” inspired by the artist Paul 
Klee using construction paper crayons. Their quilt sections will include quotes about kindness. 
Third grade artists will collaborate as teams in a collage challenge using corrugated paper to create a 
team collage inspired by the artist Alexander Calder.   
Second grade artists will be combining art and science by experimenting with a variety of paint 
techniques on a variety of surfaces. They will take their experimental artworks and make a little book 
about the solar system.   
First grade artists will create a composition showing a “character kite” in the sky. Their kite will have 5 
words that describe their personality traits. The kite will be flying over a landscape or monument that 
represents their cultural heritage.  
Kindergarten artists will look at the artwork of Keith Haring. They will paint their own Haring inspired 
figure in some  kind of pose. Above the figure they will write what emotion their figure is feeling.        
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Media -. Happy New Year! January is National Book Month, Maryland Reading Month and 

National Reading Day (January 23rd)! We are kicking off the #AACPSReadWithMe Challenge this 
month. It will run from January 2nd until February 2nd. Students will be encouraged to participate in the 
“At-Home” Bingo. Please participate! Students will learn about this challenge during their media time 
the first week back from break.  Don’t forget to tweet pictures of your students reading or if you do not 
tweet, e-mail them to mlbarnes1@aacps.org (Mrs. Barnes) or sfox@aacps.org (Mrs. Fox). 
 

Physical Education - In the month of January the 3,4,5 grade students will spend time on 

scooter hockey and scooter handball, focusing on teamwork and offensive, defensive strategies. K, 1, 
2 grades will be working with the parachute. Our Bowling unit will start after Martin Luther King Jr day 
for all grades and take us into the month of February.  
 

Music -General music students are still working on melodic movement and moving to the beat 
among other subjects.  
     Instrumental and Choral students are beginning to prepare for their Spring concerts.  Please note 
the dates below so you are able to attend.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward to seeing as many of 
you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar! 
      
Band/Strings Concerts:   
           
Strings/Band- Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at 2:15 p.m. 
Strings -  Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
Band - Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 2:15 and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid black skirt 
or a solid black dress. 
 
 
 

 Speech- Theme: Winter and Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Vocabulary:  Have your child describe and/or define the words below.  
LEVEL 1- cold, frozen, snowman, sled, jacket, kindness, and friends  
LEVEL 2- snowstorm, slush, sleet, thermometer, hibernate, acceptance, equality  
Articulation Ideas:  
Go on a “winter hunt” inside your house. Put on your coats, hats, and gloves and have your child find 
ten items in the house that begin with his/her sound.  
Language ideas:  
Go on a “winter hunt” inside the house. Put on your coats, hats, and gloves the have your child find 
ten items on the hunt and try to guess what they are! Try switching places and have your child guess.  
Draw a snowman- Ask your child 10 questions about winter. Each time your child answers a question, 
have him/ her draw one part of the snowman.  
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Counselor’s Corner 
Happy New Year! I will begin 2019 by delivering classroom lessons about 

substance abuse in all third, fourth and fifth grade classes.  You can preview 

the lessons and discuss any concerns about them with me.  Parents can opt 

out of having their child participate in the lessons, and an alternative activity 
will be provided.  Follow up materials will be sent home, so that you can 

support what your child has learned. Students will receive lessons from me, 
in collaboration with the school nurse, focusing on: 
Third grade:  Recognizing prescription vs. non-prescription drugs – safe use, 

choices and problem-solving, and an introduction to what opioid drugs are.  

They will be using a book: Charlie and the Curious Club: Candy or Medicine. 
Fourth grade:  Learning about the physical effects of drugs, understanding 

why substance abuse is a problem and what addiction is, and identifying how 
they can contribute to solving the problem of substance abuse on a 
community level.  They will be working with materials from KidsHealth.com 

and recent news clips to define the problem and design a PSA, video clip, 
poster, etc. to address the problem. 
Fifth grade:  Learning and practicing strategies to deal with peer pressure, 

using refusal skills to build confidence to deal with situations when they might 
be asked to do drugs, recognizing the effects opioids can have on the brain.  

Students develop strategies and receive a pocket card with strategies and 
resources on it. 
These lessons are important because school provides a safe place where 
children can learn what to do in unfamiliar or uncomfortable situations.  

Trusted adults provide students with an opportunity to practice handling 
situations related to substance abuse, so that the first time a young person is 
faced with an unsafe situation, he or she knows what to do and has practiced 
doing it.  Students will identify trusted adults, both inside and outside of the 

school, who they can go for help. 
You can make arrangements to preview the lessons with Mrs. Stup, your 
child’s school counselor, or you can preview them on the Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools website.  Go to aacps.org>Students>Find a School 

Counselor>Elementary Core Curriculum. If you have questions about these 
lessons, please don’t hesitate to contact me at mstup@aacps.org or 410-222-
6524. 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
mailto:mstup@aacps.org


 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month by 
showing encouragement throughout the school. 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we are focusing on problem solving.  Lessons, activities and discussion will utilize 

problem solving strategies like:  

Stop, Think, Do – 3 steps to take to solve a problem 

Tucker the Turtle – for younger grades to calm down before reacting 

Little or Big Deal – determining if students should try to solve the problem or get adult help 

 

We encourage our students to try to solve little deals using “I Messages” to communicate 

feelings and multiple solutions like sharing, taking turns, ignoring, and walking away. Please 

encourage your students to demonstrate problem solving behavior at home and at school.  

 

Here are some resources you may find helpful: 

Books: 

Ladybug Girl and Bumblebee Boy by David Samon and Jacky Davis 

Prudy's Problem and How She Solved It by Carey Armstrong-Ellis  

Websites: 

https://www.verywell.com/teach-kids-problem-solving-skills-1095015  

https://www.noodle.com/articles/teaching-problem-solving-skills-to-your-young-kids 

ACC 
Ms. Hallinin –Angel C.     
Ms. D’Angelo –Mohammed A.      
 
Kindergarten 
Mrs. Anderson – Shaun D. 
Ms. Corso –Finleigh L. 
Ms. Schiller – Ayanna C. 
Ms. Webb –Haylee C. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – James H.             
 
First Grade 
Mr. Birus – Shawn S.            
Mrs. Clark – Bradley T.         
Mrs. Quarantillo – Tomas T.       
Mrs. Choo – Sophia V. 
 
Second Grade 
Mrs. Brown – Hakeemah A.       
Ms. Johnston – Quincy P.       
Mrs. Pinckney –Makalyn M.                 
Mrs. Ward –Skylar H. 
  

Third Grade 
Ms. Potts – Skyler S.      
Ms. Downie – Hissan Q. 
Ms. Heisman – Christian Y.         
Ms. Ryan – Emma M.  
Mrs. Zak – Lilly F.   
 
Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Carrigan – Ethan B.            
Ms. Stepien – Isabella A.     
Ms. Tran –Michael B.     
Mrs. Sym – Karlee O.        
 
Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Bell – Savannah S.       
Mrs. Kent– Eno A. 
Ms. Toth – Franco P.       
Mrs. Stanton – Kiana W.    



 
  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Tuesday, January 1 New Year’s Day 

Wednesday, January 2 School Reopens 

Wednesday, January 9 Ledo’s Restaurant Spirit Day 

Friday, January 11 PTA Movie Night-SmallFoot 

Wednesday, January 16 Chick-Fil A Night Spirit Night 

Monday, January 14 PTA Meeting – Cafeteria 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Monday, January 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday – Schools and offices closed  

Tuesday, January 29 Two-Hour Early Dismissal - 1:05 p.m.  

Wednesday, January 30 End of the Second Marking Period- 2hr Early Dismissal  

Thursday, January 31 Schools Closed for Students - Teacher Workday 

Friday, February 1 Beginning of the third marking period 

Monday, February 4 PTA Meeting-Cafeteria 6:30-7:30 pm 

Wednesday, February 6 Prof Development-Two-hour early dismissal for students 

Friday, February 8 Progress Report/Report Card Distribution for all students 

Monday, February 18 President’s Day-Schools and Office closed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Old Mill Cluster is hosting 

January 7th, 2019 

Old Mill Auditorium 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Come explore the AACPS student pathway in mathematics from elementary school, through 

middle school and into high school to prepare them for various careers and colleges. 

 

Learn about options for coursework and the articulation process as we work together to 

enhance the mathematics education each student receives in our district. 

 

Elementary, Middle and High School Mathematics Coordinators will be in attendance alongside 

your Old Mill administrators from all levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


